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In the Houfe of Reprefentatives, May 27th, 1802: 


RDERED; - Ton, Sreakery Mr. Orts, 
Mx. Russeus, Mr. Parkman, ~ Lowsir, Mr 
Brown, and Mr. Hunnewext, be a Committee to wait on 
” the Rev. Tuomas Banpwin, and to thank him in the name 
of the Houle, for his difcourfe delivered before His Excellen- 
ey Tue Governor, the Hon. Counc, and the two 
Brancnes of the Lecrsuature, on the 26th inftant, the 
day of General EleGtion, and to requeft-a. copy thereof for 
the prefs. : 


Extra from the Fournals. fu. 
Atte, HENRY WARREN, Clerk of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
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66 49 FREE, AND NOT USING YOUR LIBERTY FOR A 
CLOKE OF \MALICIOUSNESS ; BUT AS THE SER- 
VANTS OF GOD.” 
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‘Lywumer able are the favors which in- 


~ -@ulgent heaven beftows on the children of men. 


Among the choiceft of an earthly nature, we may 
reckon the enjoyment of perfonal fafety,the acquifi- 
tion of property, and in general the liberty of doing 
whatever will not be injurious to the rights of 
others. 

In order to fecure thefe bleflings men have been 
induced to affociate together. ‘Their mutual wants 
and weaknefles urge them to unite for their com- 
mon fafety ; and a reciprocation of kind offices, in 
affifting and protetting each other, forms the bond 
of their focial union. 

To give force, however, to fuch combinations, 
they muft be reduced to fyftem, their principles de- 

fined, 
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fined, and order and fubordination eftablifhed. By 
thus uniting, the ftrength of the whole body, upon 
any emergency, can eafily be collected to a fingle 
point. Jn this union only individual and perfonal 
fafety can be enjoyed. It will hence follow, that 
where the rights and privileges of all are fecured, 
and equal prote€tion extended, all muft be under 
obligations to contribute to the fupport, and to yield 
obedience to them who are appointed to carry the 
public will into effect. 

Thefe duties are inferred from the nature of civil 
government in general, from the exprefs principles 
of our facial compa, and from the plain declarations 
in the word of Gop. : 

The facred fcriptures inform us of the origin and 
Rar fociety, feveral centuries beyond what 
can be found in any other writings. 

The particular hiftory of the Jewith nation for 
many ages together, and Gop’s providential deal. © 
ings towards that highly favoured people, afford us 
much interefling inftruGtion. Their civil policy, 
which was principally diated by Gop himfelf, and 
the influence which religion had in forming their 
national character, have been faithfully recorded 
and handed down to us. 

The glory of this nation had been gradually de- 
clining for five centuries before the Chriflian era ; 
and at this time they were groaning under the Ro- 
man yoke. They were indeed looking for a Mes- 
staH, but had no ideathat Jesus of Nazareth was 
the perfon. They were expecting a temporal deliv- 
erer, and not a {piritual Savior. Therefore when 
Curist attempted to intyoduce the gofpel difpenia- 

tion 


© x ee if Fa " a cae 
tion among them, they charged him with a feditious 


defign againft the Roman government. And.al- 
though he declared that his kingdom was not of 
this world, yet his enemies infifted that he was en- 
deavouring | to eftablith a feparate intereft, | which i in 


its tendency was fubverfive of focial order, and hof- 


tile to the exifting powers. No inference could be 
more unjuft, nor a charge more. falfe and cruel ; 
yet on this pretence Pilate was prevailed upon to 
give fentence againft him. * Tf, faid they, thou let- 
eft this man go, thou art not Ce/ar’s friend; for 
whofoever maketh himfelf a king” fpeaketh att 
Cafar.” 

The fame invidious charge was brought againft 


the Difciples of CurisT, and often made the pre- @ 


text for their perfecution. They charged Paul 
with being “a peftilent fellow, and’a mover of fe. 
ion among all the Jews throughout the world,” 

1 order to wipe off a fligma fo foul, and to con. 
vinee his adverfaries that the benevolent religion of 
the gofpel was not unfriendly to focial order, we 
find him frequently inculcating upon his chriftian 
brethren, the duties of fubmiflion and obedience to 
eftablifhed authority. In his epiftle to the Romans, 
he charged them to ‘* be fubjeét to the higher pow- 
ers ;?? by which he evidently meant civil “magif- 
trates. ‘Lo give force to the exhortation he adds, 
“for there is no power but of Gop ; the powers 
that be are ordained of Gon.” The fame Apoftle 
directed Timothy to offer up “ fupplications, pray- 
ers, and interceflions for all that were in authority.” 
¥™ alfo charged Titus to put the flock to which he 
miniftered in mind, “to be fubje& to principalities 
and 
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and powers, is obey tmagiftrates, and to be ready to 
ety good work.” 

» It is worthy of obfervation, that eter the Apoftle 
wrote thefe epiftles, the civil authority was wholly 
in the hands of Heathen magiftrates, And fome 
of them too the greatelt monfters of cruelty, that 
were ever fuffered to {way a {ceptre, or difgrace a 
throne, ‘Tyrants, who were diftinguifhed only by 
their crimes, and rendered immortal only by their 
infamy. Yet fuch was the pacific fpirit of the gof- 
pel, that Chriftians were exhorted to ‘ be fubject, 
not only for wrath,” that is for fear of punifhment, 
“but for confcience fake.” 

Sentiments fimilar to thefe were enforced by the 

s Apottle Peter,in our context. “Submit yourfelves, 
faid he, to every ordinance af man for the Lorp’s 
fake. For this is the will of Gop, that with well- 
doing ye may put to filence the igno rance of fool- 
ifh men. As free, and not ufing your liberty fr 
cloke of malicioufne/s ; but as the servants of Gov.” 

The fenfe of the text will more fully appear, by 
the following familiar paraphrafe. As if he had 
faid ; °¢ you will not, my brethren, miftake the na- 
ture of your Chriftian liberty, to fuppofe that be- 
¢aufe you profefs to be the difciples of CurisT, you 
are freed from your allegiance to the government 
under which you are placed. It is true, that if rhe 

~ Son bath made you free, then are you free indeed. 
“But this freedom confifts in being delivered from 
the guilt and power of fin, from the dominion of 
‘your own. lufts, and from final condemnation at the 
great day: when Gop shall judge the world by 
Jesus Curist., But inftcad of leflening your ob- 
: ligations 


+ 
ligations te contribute to the peace and order of fo« 
ciety, it greatly increafes them. Your duty as 
Chriftians is urged by higher motives, and your 
obedience fecured by more folemn fanétions. Subs 
mit yourfelves therefore to every ‘ordinance of man, 
defigned for the good of fociety, and not inconfif- 
tent with the dictates of your own confciences, of 
the duties you owe to your Gop: And thus, by 
well-doing, you will put to filence the ignorance of 
foolifh men, who reprefent your fentiments as tend- 
ing to difloyalty. and fedition. As free, but not 
abufing your liberty in ufing it as a cloke for mali- 
cious condué ; but in all circumftances conduéts 
ing yourfelves faithfully as the fervants of Gop.”’ 

From the fubjet thus placed before us, we are 
naturally led to the following inquiries. When 
may a people be faid to be free? What are the 

eans beft calculated to preferve their freedom, 

d | promote their happinefs and profperity ? And, 
Tn what poner are they in danger from the abuie 
of their liberty ? 

In order to find a free people, we need not re- 
pair to Lybia’s burning fands, to learn the favage 
cuftoms and manners of thofe barbarous defcendants 
of I/bmael, who indeed boait of their freedom, but 
whofe liberty eflentially confifts, in committing, with 
impunity and without a blufh, the moft flagrant aéts 
of violence and injuftice. Nor is it neceflary that 
the reftraints impofed by wife and equitable laws 
fhould be taken off, and the force of moral princi- 
ple removed in order to render a people free. Such 
a fate of things would only produce a lawlefs un- 
governable freedom, which would terminate in the 


wort kind of anarchy agd confufion. 
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~Itis evident that many who pretend to be thé 
votaries of liberty, never underftood its true princi- 
ples, nor conducted. themfelves worthy of its bleff- 
ings. Genuine focial liberty can. never exift with- 
out being protected and fupported. by law, cenlight- 
enéd and aided by morality and religion. 

But what peculiarly diftinguifhes a free people 
from all others, is, the right they collectively pof. 
fefs to govern t themfelves : Or in other words, the 
right:of choofing and eftablithing their own forms 
of government; and of appointing to office Dole 
who make and execute the laws. - 

That very confiderable privileges may be enjoy- 
ed under a defpotic government, and that the 
Tights of juftice may in general be maintained, will 
‘be readily admitted... But if the government exifts 
independent of the governed, they cannot be faid to 
be free. Their fecurity for the few privileges they 
do enjoy, depends not on their acknowledged 
rights, but entirely on the will and difpofition of 
the perfons in office. 

_ All legitimate governments are, or ought to be 
founded in compact. For it is not eafy to conceive 
how one man fhould have a right to rule over ano- 
ther, equally free as himfelf, without his confent : 
And fhould any one prefume to exercife authority 
over any portion of his fellow-men, without their 
exprefs or implied confent ; they niight, with great 
propriety, demand of him by what authority he did it 2 
and who gave him this authority 2 

But, inftead of being founded in compaét, moft 
of the governments which exift, owe their origin to 


fome ufurping tyrant ; who, being more crafty, or 
more 
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itiore Seiichi than his ‘higher. affumed domin- 
ion over them. Power thus rong fully obtained 
at firkts after defcending from har | 4 
few peneratei 3 at Jength becomes legitimated and 
ames ae. 
"The people of t ‘cle United Staiet ate.pe 
happy i in this refpect. Our hiftory doe not bezin 
with narrating the exploits of fome fanguinary 
Chief, whofe blood- ftained crimes. like thofe of Pi- 
xarro rendered him the terror af defencelefs ihno- 
cence, and the execration of mankind. No; 3 we 


‘glory ina race of anceftors, who were men of the 


pureft morals, and moft unfullied virtue. Who 
Were tod pious to diffemble, and to independent to 
fubimit to ecclefiattical fulminations. Men who 
were willing to leave their dear native fhores, and 
crolst the wide i rf a quelt of this bet- 


ter countr A erfully encouitered the nu- 


"mero per so et tahofpitable wildernefs, in order 
to Fire t to themfelves and their pofterity, the un- 


molefted enjoyment ot civil and religious liberty. 

Thefe bledlings | and privileges they bequeathed 
with their dying breath to their children; and in 
defence of this precious legacy, we feel ourfelves 
jultified to Gon and the univerfe, in appealing to 
arms in our late glorious revolution. 

Our caufe was juft, and heaven fucceeded it. The 
conteft was fevere, but vittory and glory followed. 
The fun of freedom which had been gradually rif- 
ing upon thefe infant ftates, now burft forth in me- 
ridian fplendot. A nation was born ina day. A 
new eta commenced. Another empire appeared 


on the map of the world. Aftonithed Europe be- 
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held i in ‘this welter a ates a Cay conftellation 


pede 2 and motion. Saga “hon whey dit 
covered a new planet i in the’ polit itical ‘b wz 
ing” regulatly in its own orbit. “Others Conclided 
it would prove only a fatellite of fome Europe- 
an power. But many who view through a fet 
of royat 4 tics, conceived it to be only a baleful: 
comet, p ending. revolution and war, making a 
hafly tranfit, and expedted momiently it would cif 
apne © But, they. had yet to” Tearn that we “were” 

‘a world by ourfelves ;”” that we were independent 
Repo bliss 5 that we ‘were free. 

When the pailions incident to a ftate of war had 
fubfided, Be Oe had given | us reft from all our 
enemies ro out, the put bl cattention was natur- 
ally drawn to our internal 
fional government, whi ch, like the. tabernacle in the 
wildernefs,had ‘been ¢ ereéted during our revolution- 
ary march, \ was as too def defet ‘ive and inefficient for our 
future fecurity. It was una ble ‘to preferve public 
credit, or feeuré: public confidence: “Tt hence be. 
eame indifpenfibly neceffary in order t to confolidate 
the union of the States, and to give permanency and 
dignity to our national character, that a new Con- 
ftitution fhould. be formed... That _ the: powers of 
the different branches of the general government 
fhould be fpecifically defined ; their limits fo dif- 
tinétly marked as not. to interfere with each. other ; e 
and fufficient energy given to the whole, to fupport 
order and tranquility. at home, honor and good faith 
with alt nations with whom we were conneted a- 
br oad. 


Delegates 


we 


ur 

Delegates were accord gly seni! by the. 
different S States who met in ¢ a Shae this pur-_ 
pofe. This was Pe time and er circumftances 
Bee gromiles male ae e igh. a “The ‘attach. 


completely fabdued, gi a exe feries oF 
and vindictive opprefiion. Nor had the Repablicase 
fame at this time, ‘been difgraced by adts of eto 
and irreligion. | The friendly ties which bound us” 
sgether durit ing the, pe oeriod . of our cSinfion danger,” 
had fcarcely efan : to flacken ; “and ‘invidious. dif? 
ions tie A tfarent States 53 Wete ta ae vit 

f all) ¥ with. great caution. Party- -{pirit, that Apol- 
iyo of all popular governments as yet flept in filent 
embryo, (Would to Gop its fleep” had been per- 
an? ze Jub icious cireumftanc ncés_of perfonal, 
Poe at ar liz 11 ent, aw ‘awakened either’ ‘our 
suis es oF ee fears. Nor could we Feel any, for 
head of this venerable aflembly was our late 
iitusTRious CHtF. But not in arms like  per- 
petual Didator, awing them: into ‘fubmiffion to his 
will. No for like Témolion when he faw his coun: 
free, * fheathed his, {word ‘and returned to the 
eats: private citizen. Never was there an Af- 
fembly conyened upon a more interefting and im- 
portant occafion. For not only the preient fate of 
their country, but the future deftiny of ynborn mil 
lions depended upon their decifions. ‘Lhey were to 
lay the foundation of an empire, the extentand du- 
ration of which it was impoffible to calculate. 
What an auguit fpeftacle was here! the Fatners of 
our tribes deliberately forming a plan of govern- 


ment. The volumes of antiquity were oper before 
them, 
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them, and the experience of all nations and apes efis 
riched their difcuffions. After furveying the inter- 
efts of the whole, and making fuch mutual concef- 
fions as local circumftances required, they unani- 
moufly agreed in the effential articles of our pre- 
fent excellent Conftitution. It was then fubmitted 
again to the feveral States, and by them examined, 
approved and accepted, and thus became the fu. 
preme law of the land. This it is conceived is lit. 
erally a /ocial compact, what political writers* have 
faid to the contrary, notwithftanding. 

This facred inftrument ought to be confidered as 

the great charter of our rights and privileges, and 
as the foundation of our national civil policy. So 
long as_we preferve it inviolate, and govetn oury 
felves according to its true fpirit, fo long we fhall 
continue to be a free people. It will be impoffible 
for defpotic power to fupport itfelf in America, until 
we bafely degenerate from the {pirit of our ancef. 
tors, and depart entirely from the principles of our 
confederation, Bee 

One great fecurity againft the abufe of power, is 
the fhort tenure by which it is held. No offices 
are made hereditary, and for this plain reafon J] 
conceive, that talents and virtue, which are effential 
qualifications, are not hereditary, 

No country ever exhibited a fairer fpecimen of 
moral juftice than ours, nor can any be found of e. 
qual population where capital punifhments are lefs 
frequent. Itis not becaufe we fuffer crimes to go 

_unpunithed, 

* Paley, fuppofes there never was fuch a thing as a focial compact, 


ftriétly fpeaking, but allows that this comes the neareft of any thing 
tobe met.with. Sce alfo Burgs’s Polit, Dikq, 
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unpunifhed, but by encouraging fober habits and 
moral principles, we in a great degree. prevent 


them. Our laws indeed are mild, and not like ~ 


thofe of Drace, writtenin blood. — fishes ete 


Religion, at all times effential to the well-being: rz 


of fociety, though xot e/ablifhed, is proteéted and” 


encouraged by the‘laws of our country. This fen- 
timent correfponds with that divine declaration, 
« “ By Me kings reign and princes. decree’ juftice ;” 

importing, that they need Ciais‘T’s religion to fup~ 


port their tottering thrones, but that his caufe could. 


exift without their authority. No fetarian creed 
is impofed by law upon any man, nor have we any 
national formulary excepting the bible; and every 
manis at liberty to interpret this according to the 
dictates of his own confcience, and*is ‘accountable 
only to Gop for his errors. 

)ppreffion may gain a temporary exiftence un- 
der the pureft government, by the mifmanagement 
of particular agents ; but it ought not to be attribut. 
ed to the laws, but to their perverfion. 

The Conftitution of this Commonwealth declares 
itfelf the friend and protector of every man, who de- 
miearis himfelf quietly and peaceably asa good {ub- 
jee, let his religious fentiments be what they may. 
It has alfo decreed, that ‘f no fubordination of any 
one fe or denomination to another fhall ever be 
eftablifhed by law.” 

If it be acknowledged that men have a right to 
ferve Gop according to the light of their own un- 
derftandings, then they cannot be conititutionally 
deprived of the means of ferving him. It is not e- 
rough that the mind be left free ; for the command 

is, 
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is, is, thou fhalt ‘‘hotior ‘theLoap with thy fubftance.”* 
What Mofes faid when he was about to leaye.. E. 
Bypt will apply i in the prefent cafe; “Our cattle alfo, 
faid he, fhall go with us, there ¢ fhall not. : hoof be. 
left behind ; for thereof mutt we take to » ferve ‘the 
Lorp our Gon; and we Know not with what we 
muft ferve the Teun. until we are come: hither.” 

It is with ) peculiar pleafure that we  obferve at the 
prefent lay, the increafing prevalence of cue 
candor and liberality. This candor _ itis he hi 
not, the offspring of torpid indifferency ; els 
of infidelity ; ; but arifes from more juft ‘and enlarged. 
views of the nature and genius of the gofpel. While 
Chriftians 2 are lefs zealous in defending fome of the 
outworks. of the fyitem, they ought to be more firm. 
ly united i | in fupporting, the effential articles of “the 
ssFaith once delivered to the Saints.” hs 

Having thus confidered fome of our “molt etn. 
tial rights both civil and facred which we poftefs, 
and,which we hope t to convey unimpaired to our 
children ; “fhall Tbe chargeable with vanity in faying, 
there weep has been a nation whofe hiftory has 
come down to our knowledge, which has enjoyed 
civil and religious liberty in a greater degree than 
wedo. If we are nota free people, I confefs it 
furpatfes my ingenyity to conceive how a people. 
can be fo. 

We proceed Pasta sa to inquire, What are the 
means be/t calculated to preferve our freedom, and to 
promote our happinefs and profperity ? 

‘Yo which it may be anfwered, 1. That as all 
popular governments depend in a great degree on 
public fentiment, it is highly important that this 


dhould be enlightened, 
It 
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Tt is an obfervation which Telieve will not be. 
controverted 5 ; that the more defpotic a a government 
is, the more ignorant the Aue 


underftand the nature of civil liberty, and to’ aé 
upon arly rational fyftem in recovering their nfarpe 
ed rights, it would be impoflible to’ keep them in: 
fubjection. It is juftly obferved by Paley = 2 y 
phyfical firength refides in in the “gov nied”? It is 
therefore, truly “altonifhing to fee millions of ration 
afelngsy no ways” & deficient in ftrength or 

age,” fubmitting to the will of a fingle tyrant ; oad 
with all the docility of the laboring ox, put. their 
necks quietly under his yoke. Still to keep’ athe = 
ignorance every” manly fentiment is’ fu pref 
every ray of political light fhutout, : wifh” 
dogtrine of nénreffance and paffive obvidiente incul. 
catedy!with all the zeal of fanaticifm, and enforced 
with the terrors of everlafting punifhment. * 

Ina reprefentative republic juft the reverfe of this 
becomes neceflary. Here, “it is. all-important. that 
the people fhould’be enlightened ; as they are the 
acknowledged fource of all power, whether lezifla. 
tive or executive. Correé political information, 
therefore, cannot be too ete and widely dif. 
fuled.. 

As the public papers are the common’ medium of 
this information, it is of the higheft importance to 
the well- -being of fociety, that they fhould be con< 
ducted with intelligence and ability, and like a wit~ 
nefs under. oath, that they fhould ‘tell the truth, 


the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.”  Pub- 
lic 
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lic opinioti; which often controuls the moft impots 
tant concerns of a government, is itfelf controuled 
arid direéted by fo trifling a thing as a News-paper. 
If mifreprefentations and, falfehood are propagated 
inftead of truth, the confequence will bes the people 
Will be mifled; and their liberties endangered. 
But the full vengeance of an abuled public, will in 
the end,iteturn upon the heads of thofe who have 
been thus guilty of deceiving them. _ 
We alfo add, thofe literary. inftitutions founded 
by our venerable anceftors, for the education of 
youth, with others of a later date; and to which 
the prefent improved ftate of {ociety is fo much in- 
debted, muft be cherifhed and fupported with una- 
bating folicitude. ‘There can hardly be a fubject 
more intérefting to'a ‘community, or more deferv- 
ing of legiflative attention, than the education of 
youth and children. When thisi¢megleéted, an ine 
jury is done to fociety which it is impoffiblesto re- 
pair. It is equally 2 violation of the law of nature, 
and of the expref? command of Gop. To bring 
up our children in the “nurture and “admonition 
of the Lorp;”” is an apoftolicinjun@ion,.: It_will 
be impoffible to do this, » if we neglect their educa- 
tion, ‘The Legiflature of this Commonwealth have 
done much already, and: we hope they will not “be 
weary in well doing ;” and that their Ja works 
may be more than their fitft. 
As thofe impreffions which are made upon the 
minds of children, are feldom if ever erafed ; it is 
the more: important that their education fhould be 
properly conducted. It was a judicious remark of 
an ancient king of Lacedemon,..“* That nothing 
thould 


17 
fhiould be taught children, but what may be eventu- 
ally ufeful.”? Their tender minds frequently im- 
bibe {entimtents at 4 miuch earlier period than we 
are apt to conceive, which have an influence ever 
after upon their condu&. Hannibal, was but nine 
years old when he was led to the altar by Hamtilcar 
his father, and took the oath of perpetual enmity 
to the Romans. The foleninity of this tranfaction 
made an intpreflion upon his mind, which probably 
Accounts for his future condu & towards that people. 

Thofe to whom. this important truft is commit. 
ted, ought to be men. of principle as well as talents. 
Avicious man, always lacks an effential qualifica- 
tion to inculcate the principles of virtues To pro- 
tect and aid the opening germ of gerlius ; “ to teach 
the yourtg ideas how to fhoot ; to give a proper 
fet to the wayward paflions; and above all to im- 
prefs the tender mind with the love of virtue and 
teligion; though a delightful is a very arduous 
tafk. Favoured, as we are, with public {chools, 
academies, and other literary inftitutions, we may 
hope * that our fons may be as plants grown up in 
their youth } that our daughiers may be as corner ftoness 
polifheds after the finilitude of a palace.” 

But however polithed and enlightened a people 
niay be; they cannot expe& long to enjoy either 
freedom or profperity unlefs they are virtuous.—~ 
We therefore add, 2d. That the praGtice of moral 
virtue, or religion, is effenttial to the profperity, if 
ict to the exiftence of a free government. ‘Where 
the authority of Gop is treated with contempt, and. 
the great principles of morality and religion are 
diftegarded, it muft be expetted that the yile paf- 

G figns 
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fions will triumph and reign; and inftead of ratiotié 
al liberty nothing will remain but an unbounded 
licentioufnels. 

Public confidence always attaches to moral prin« 
ciple; and hence in the fanie proportion this is vig 
tiated, that is weakened. I appeal to the good 
fenfe of this enlightened audience, whether you can 
poflibly repofe thé fame confidence in a man who 
convinces you that he has no belief in the moral 
perfedtions of the Dzrry, and who does not feel 
himfelf accountable to fucha Bzrne, as in one who 
gives evidence that he acts under the influence of 


religious principle, and with a view toa day of final . 


retribution ? 

If we look back into the remoteft depths of Jew- 
ifh antiquity, we fhall find their moft diftinguithed 
Patriarchs a€ting under the influence of this princi- 
ple; and not unfrequently appealing to an invifible 
Power, to confirm and give folemnity to their fo- 
cial tranfaGtions. The fame fentiment prevailed in 
the Pagan world. 

Amphictyon, by whofe eloquence and addrefs the 
Grecian cities were firft prevailed upon to unite for 
their common fafety, was fo fully convinced, that 
 thofe political connestions. are the moft lafting, 
which are ftrengthened by religion,” that he com- 
mitted to the council at Thermopylae, the care of the 
Delphian Temple. 

The religion of the Bible, above all others, has a 
peculiar tendency to cement.and ftrengthen the 
bands of fociety, and: promote the happinels of 
mankind. It inculcates the pureft precepts, and 
exemplifies the moft amiable virtues. Every many 


let his rank in fociety be whatit may, will here sont 
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his duty plainly pointed out, and illuftrated by ex- 
ample. 

From the hiftory given of the Jewifh people, and 
the different characters of their civil rulers, the 
magiftrates of other nations may derive the moft 
interefting leffons of inftruétion. They will find, 
that thofe who ruled in integrity and uprightnefs, 
and walked in the fear of the LorD,; were blefled 


in their adminiftrations, and their people were prof- 


perous and happy. On the other hand, thofe who 
dilregarded the counfels of heaven, and chofe out 
their own ways, generally involved themfelves and 
the nation in calamity and ruin. 

When a virtuous pious Prince was upon the 
throne, it frequently produced an immediate effect 
upon the manners and moral character of the peo- 
ple. What a furprifing and happy change was of- 
ten vifible ! The monuments of idolatry were de- 
ftroyed, and the worthip of the true Gop reftored. 
The temple doors which had been clofed, were 
opened, the fanctuary cleanfed, and the fire which 
had gone out rekindled upon their altars. The 
Priefts and Levites, who had fled to their fields, 
were invited back, and placed in their courfes, and 
the fervice of the houfe of the Lorn fet in order. 


What was the confequence ofall this ? Universe aag® 


fal joy and gladnefs. Righteoufnefs, peace, and 
tranquility reigned throughout the nation. 
Whenever their government fell into the hands 
of wicked idolatrous rulers, their pernicious prin- 
ciples and example, like a contagious leaven, would 
feem to run through the whole lump. ‘The peo- 
ple would relapfe again into idolatry, and vice and 
irreligion triumph. Perhaps 
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Perhaps it may be afked, whether this people 
might not, upon the whole, have been as free and 
happy without any religion as with? Or whether 
the worfhipping the true Gon rather than Baar had 
a tendency to promote their national profperity ? 
Their hiftory thall furnifh the anfwer. Gop for- 
bid, that we fhould make the experiment, as it may 


‘be attended with very dangerous confequences ! 


The following account will ferve to illuftrate the 
idea: When the ten tribes revolted from the fami- 
ty of David, they fet up Yeroboam, the fon of Nebar, 
who made Ifrael to fin. After his death we have the 
following account given by the facred hiftorian :—< 


© Now Sor a long time Yfrael hath been without the 
irue Gon, without a teaching pricf, and without 
. daw.” This bore a ftrong refemblance to what in 


modern times is called the “ age of reafon.”? What 
a happy fituation this people muft have thought 
themfelves in? Delivered from all fear and dread 
of that holy, juft Being, whom we call Gop! Not 


-only fo, but they were freed from the intolerable 


burden and impofing dogmas of a teaching pris. 
This facred clafs of men were deemed entirely ufe- 
Jefs, and were either difmiffed or driven from the 
ancuary. And to complete this happy ftate of 

ings, they were allo without law. No reftraint 


a any quarter, What, no Gop! No prieft! 


No law! Then confequently no future accounta. 
bility! This was liberty worthy the name. What 
an immenfe harveft of felicity was now ripening be- 
fore them? Could they poffibly fajl of being the 
happieft people in the world, when every obftacle 
was fo entirely removed out of the way? We ape 
peal 
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peal to experience and fac, thofe great detectors of 
human errors, for an anfwer. ‘They declare with 
great folemnity, that “in, thofe times there was no 
peace to him that went out norsto him that came in ; 
but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of 
the countries ; and natium was deftroyed of nation, 
and city of city ; for Gon did vex them with all advere 
Sity? 

This is no more than what might be reafonably 
expected ; For when a people give up their reli- 
gion, and renounce the authority of Gop, they will 
not hefitate to overleap all bounds of law and mo- 
fality, and deftroy one another. 

From this brief fpecimen it appears, that the fo- 
cial order and happinefs of a community depend 
effentially on the influence of moral principle ; and 
we may venture *to fay; fhould this be deftroyed, 
exterior force can never fupply its place. Without 
it, we fhall never practice that “ righteoulnefs which 
exalteth a nation ;”? but fhall inevitably fall into 
thofe “fins which are the reproach of any people.” 

There never has been a people, fince the tribes 
yanfomed from Egyptian bondage, under greater 
obligations to their Gop than we are; and fhould 
we bafely apoftatize from our holy religion, and ufe 
our liberty only for a cloke of malicioufne/s, we muk ” 


expect fome chofen curfe will purfue us to final 


ruin. 

But in a world like this, neither ingocency nor 
uprightnefs will always preferve a people from the 
defigns of avarice and ambition. 

We, therefore, add 34, Another mean of pre- 
ferving our liberty and of promoting our profperity 
is the power we poffels of defending ourfelves. 

Without 
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Without the means of felf-defeuce, the liberties of 
a people can never be fafe. A ftate of weaknefs 
always invites aggreffion. Ambitious men feldom 
want a pretext to plunder and deftroy fuch as have 
not the power of refiftance. Popular governments 
have been fuppofed lefs capable of felf-defence, 
than thofe ofa monarchical form; becaufe it is 
thought to be more difficult to colle& their ener- 
gies, and dire&t them to any certain point. Hence 
the deftiny of our Republic has often been preditt- 
ed by the fate of others, It has been fuppofed that 
the feeds of mortality are fown in the conftitution 
of all Republics, that they grow with their growth, 
and ftrengthen with their ftrength, and that their 
early diffolution follows of courfe, But this is not 
true as applied to them in particular. No human 
government is exempt from difafter and change. 
Should it be afked, where are thofe republics of 
Greece and Rome, which make fuch a figure in an- 
cient hiftory? In reply, I would afk, where are 
thofe mighty monarchies which were raifed on their 
ruins? The Grecian republics, retained their free- 
doia for feven centuries; whereas the monarchy, 
which by the arms of Alexander was extended over 
great part of the known world, fcarcely outlived 
its founder. ‘The republic of Rome, after the ex- 
pulfion of Tarquin, maintained its liberties for five 
hundred years. Nor did the empire, though one 
of the moft powerful and defpotic that ever exifted, 
continue longer. It commenced nearly with the 
chriftian era, was divided in the beginning of the 
4th century, by Con/tantine, and in the fifth, wholly 
fubverted, and a barbarous Chieftain feated on the 

throne 
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throne of thé Cxjurs The caufes which brought 
onthe ruin of Sparta, Carthage, and Rome itfelf, 
ate too well known to require a recital on this oce 


cafion. . 
It muft here be remembered, however, that ouf 


republic differs effentially, in its conftitution and 
genius, irom all others, both ancient and modern. 
Had the Grecian ftates, inftead of their Amphictyon 
Council, formed a permanent government like ours, 
they could not have been practifed ‘upon feparately, 


-and ruined by the infidious arts of Philip, of Mac- 


edon. But, my brethren, we are bleffed with a gov- 
ernment which combines energy with freedom. 
Gop hath alfo put in our power ample means of 
defence; and we may hope, under the aufpices of 
an indulgent Providence, long to enjoy our pre. 
cious privileges. : 

When we look back to that perilous moment 
when we firft affumed the attitude of felf-defence, 
and compare our prefent fituation and refourees 
with what they then were, gratitude and joy rufh 
in upon our fouls, and conftrain us to fay, “ the 
Lorp hath done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad.” 

We are by the providence of Gon, at this time, in 
the honorable and quiet pofleffion of a country of 
vaft extent and fertility. Our foil, luxuriant as 
the land of Nile; and our atmofphere, pure as 
that which furrounded the famed Helicon, The 
wide Ailantic laves our eaftern board, and forms 
one barrier to the progrefs of invafion ; and at the 
fame time wafts to our fhores the fruits and treae 
fures of every clime. On its bays and inlets our 


ancient towns and cities are planted, Here, the 
| buly 
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bufy maltitude throng; and trade, and commierte 
colleé& their immenfe ftores of wealth. Here, ele. 
gance and refinement unite their powers, to pleafe 
the imagination and improve the heart. © 

_ On the welt, the Mififippi rolls in majeltic gran. 
deur; and by receiving the waters of the Ohio into 
its bofom, operis a communicati extent ine 
to thofe fertile tegions. Here, the wildernels is 
turned into a fruitful ficld, and golden harvelts 
{mile in the rays of 2 fetting fun. Where the Sav- 
age lately purfued his nimble chafe, we now behold 
large towns and floyrifhing villages, adorned with 
temples facredyto religion, and crowded with devout 
and adoring worfhippers of the Lame. 

No confiderable part of our extenfive ne 
but what is capable tinder the hand of éultivation 
of yielding fubfiftence for man. 

Were we to rife with the miorning fur, and trav. 
el on its rays round the globe, we fhould not find @ 
nation mote diftinguifhed by its bleffings than our 
own. Eyery unealy thought therefore muft be 
deemed ingratitude, and every murmur rebellion 
againft heaven. Sy at 
country, he would meet a phalanx of veterans more 
impenetrable than walls of granate. Our depeng 
dance is not on foreign auxiliaries or mercenat 
aid; but under Gop, we rely on the {kill'and bra- 


very of our own citizens, Do we need fhips of » 


war? Our own immenfe forefts, our forges and 
work-fhops futnifh the materials ; and our fkilful 
artizans conftruct them in a manner, equal, if not 
fuperior to any which float on the bofom of the 

: deep: 


Should a foreign enemy attempt to invade our 
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deep. Indeed, every article neceflary in the whole 
apparatus of war, is, or may be furnithed by ours 
felves. It is not then to be believed, that five mill. 
ions of people, breathing the ait of freedom and 


talting her joys, inured to hardy enterprize, and — 
lords of the foil they cultivate, can ev “conquers 
cir coute 


or thréé par- 
ticulars. The right of private judgmient, or what 

is commonly called liberty of confcience, is one of 
our deareft privileges. ‘This right is tinalienablein 
is ge ‘For the enjoyment of this, our fore- 

fathers Fett their friends and country, and fought an 
afylim in this then howling wildernefs. But pre. 
ciG¥S 28 this privilege is, it is liableto abufe, A 
very malicious defign may be concealed under the — 
cloke of religious liberty. Itis to be feared thar 
many, under this pretence, are inc reality oppofing 
and endeavouring to deftroy all religion. Some by 
denying, others by corrupting its important doc. 
trines and inftitution his is an abufe too for 
which there is no remedy. It feems to be be- 
« yond the jurifdiGifh of the civil magiftrate. Ac. 
cording to our context, his power extends only to 
the punifoment of evil doers, and not erroneous or 
heretical opinions. He that undertakes to decide 

on another’s fincerity, ought certainly to know his 

heart ; otherways, in attempting to root out thefe 

tares, he will be in danger of deftroying the wheat. 

I know 


/ 
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I F know of ‘nothing but light that will remove darks 
nef; nor any antidote to error but truth. If men 
will abufe their chriftian liberty, they mutt anfwer 
it to Gon. 

Another important privilege, i is the right of elect. 
ing our own civil rulers. This is the diftinguifhing. 
criterion: of a free government. But we are im 
great danger of abufing this privilege ;. and efpeci- 
ally at_fich a feafon as the. prefent, when’ party 
fpirit is wrought up toits highelt pitch: When we 
fuffer our prejudices'and paflions to’ influence - our 
choice ;: when our judgment and’ confcience are 
facrificed at the fhrine of party zeal; when we pafe 
over tried merit, and prefer an soueekthy candidate 
becaufe he.is of a patticular party ;:do we not then. 
abufe our libetty? [four eleétions are biafled and 
corrupted, our government will be corrupt, and, 
confequently, our liberty will be endangereds . 

Tadd once more, The right to’ inveligate ¢ the 
official conduét;of_ all public agents, and in a re- 
fpectful. decent ‘manner to publifh our opinions of 
them, is one of the privileges ofa free people. But, 
when under'this pretence, we calumniate.and af. 
perfe the characters of our rulers; and-endeavour to. 
expofe them:to public contempt, this is a very ma~ 
licious and dangerous abufe of our liberty. It is 


not eafy to calculate the extent of this mifchief;.— 


for by traducing their charaéters, and mifreprefent- 
ing their motives and meafures, we deftroy public. 
confidence, and.prepare the minds of the. lefs in- 
formed part of the community for complete oppo- 
fition and revolt. This abufe has alfo another bad 
effect: It tends to alienate one citizen from anothers 
and kindle the flame of difcord-thoughout the na- 
tion. To 
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To guard againft this, we need only to reflect, 
that our national fafety and profperity depend chief: 
ly upon our union. So long as we continue virtu- 
ous and united, we have little to fear. But thould 
patient Heaven, offended by our aggravated provo- 
cations, give us up fo a fpirit of national diftraction- 
and difcord, our ruin would be fpeedy and inevitable. 
The fate of all preceding Republics, and the 
caufes which accelerated their ruin, have been re. 
corded by the faithful hiftorian. Signals alfo have 
been placed on ‘all the rocks and fhoals on’ which” 
they foundered, to give us the friendly warning. I 
have béén trying to read the infcriptions on thefe 
monuments, but can make out diftin@ly only the 
three following words, which feem to have been 
written in capitals, LUXURY, EFFEMINACY, 
and DISUNION. United we ftand, divided” 
we fall.” "Phis “was our motto in thofe * times 
which tried men’s fouls.” The fentiment is equal- 
ly important at this time, Young Sampjon’s great 
ftrength, we are told, lay in /even locks united in 
one head; ‘but oursin seventeen. If we fuffer 
them to be fhorn, or a part cut off, our ftrength 
will moft certainly depart from us. ; 
Is it not then the duty of every friend to hig 
country to difcountenance every attempt to alien- 
ate one: part of our citizens from another? Who- 
ever endeavours to induce the belief, that the in- 
terefts of one State are incompatible with thofe of 
another, or with the interefts of the whole, ought 
to-be confidered, at leaft, as a very doubtful friend. 
But it may be faid, the fpeaker is only oppofing 
a “man of ftraw.” I could with indeed we had ~ 
good reafon to think fo. But has all which has 
been 
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been faid and done beeh without meaning? If fo, 
it ought to have been fuppreffed. I am fure many 
well-informed perfons* have been ferioufly alarmed 
at the progrefs of party difaffection ; and have fear. 
éd left fome untoward circumftance fhould provoke 
the mad attempt to divide our hitherto happy Re. 
public. Should we once begin the work of fepa. 
ration, Gop knows where it may end, and what the 
confequences may be. It will be remembered that. 
the imprudent conduét of Rehobeam, urged on by 
the impetuous zeal of the young men who were 
about him, caufed ten tribes to revolt from the 
houfe of David. What was the confequence? A 
civil war ; in which halfa million fell by the fword ! 
The greateft he ae which, perhaps, has ever 
been in a fingle Battle fince the world began, 

‘The danger of difunion, which we-ate confiders 
ing, was contemplated by our late beloved WasH- 
INGToN, and a moft folemn warning given us in 
his farewell addrefs, Permit me to enrich my dif, 
courfe with a paragraph from it. “The unity of 
government, (faith he) which conftitutes you one 
people, is alfo now dear to you. It is juftly fo4y 
for it is the main pillar in the edifice of your real 
independence; the fupport of your tranquillity at 
home, your peace abroad ; of your fafety, of your 
profperity ; of that very liberty which yoy fo high. 
ly prize. But, as it is eafy to forefee, that from 
different quarters much pains will be taken, many 
artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the. 
conviction of this truth ; as this is the point in your 
political fortrefs, againft which the batteries of in- 

ternal 


' gee Governor Trumsuct’s Specch, at the opening of the Con= 
aeéticut Affembly in October laf, 
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ternal and external enemies will be moft conftantly 
and aétively (though often covertly and infidioufly) 
direéted, it is of infinite moment that you fhould 
properly eftimate the immenfe value of your nation 
al ynion to your collective and individual happinefs 5- 
that you fhould cherifh a cordial, habitual and im- 
moveable attaehment to it; accuftoming yourfelves 
to think and {peak of it as of the palladium of your 
political fafety and profperity 5 watching for ‘its 
prefervation with _jealous anxiety ; difcountenanc-- 
ing whatever may fuggelt even a fufpicion. that it. 
can in any event be abandon@ 3 and indignantly 
frowning upon the firft dawning of - an attempt to 
alienate any portion of our countty from the reft, 
or to enfeeble the facred ties which now link to. 
gether the various parts.” This feafonable advice, 
it is hoped, will have its weight. You will remem- 
ber that though dead, he yet fpeaketh. 

Nor can a doubt be entertained, but his worthy 
fucceflor, our late excellent Prefident, held the fame 
fentiment with regard to our umion; and had he 
addreffed the people when retiring from office, we 
may prefume he would have exhorted us to cleave 
to our federal union as the ‘ fheet-anchor”’ of our 
hopes. — o 

Permit meto add, that whatever difference of 
opinion there may bein other refpects, our prefent 
Chief Magiftrate, in his inaugural {peech, -has re- 
commended the fame important fentiment with pe- 
culiar beauty and energy. But 1 am not infenfble, 
that, confidering the divided ftate of public opinion, 
I am here venturing ona point of very great delica- 


cy; and yet to pafs wholly unnoticed the Federal 
Adminiftration, 
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‘Adminiftration, which has been conftantly mention. 
ed on all fimilar accafions, might be deemed difre- 
{pettful to the conttituted authorities of our coun. 
try. Ido not, however, feel myfelf authorized, cis 
ther to evlogize or to cenfure. 

It is but juft to obierve, that our prefent Chief 
Magiftrate, as well as his.predeceflors, was among 
the firft, afferters of our freedom and indepen- 
dence. At this early period, his diftinguifhed talents 
and patriatifm, procured him the efteem and cons 
fidence of his fellow citizens. When we add to 
this, the many important offices he has fuftained 
with reputation, both in his own State and under 
the General Government, we fhall not doubt his 
ability to conduét our public affairs, in fuch a man. 
ner as fhall promote our profperity, and do honor 
to the American charaéter. 

It will not be denied that the prefent adminiftras 
tion differs in fome important points from the pre- 
ceding ; and that a @w order of things in fome re- 
fpetts is taking place. What the final effect will be 
upon our political happinefs and profperity muft be 
left for time to determine. I will only add, our re-_ 
ligious as well as our political fentiments, oblige us 
to “give cuilom to whom cuftom, and honor to 
whom honor is due.” 

It is confidently hoped, that the diftinguifhed 
rank. which this Commonwealth has hitherto held, 
in the American union, will be maintained with in.. 
creafing influence and {plendor. That our citizens 
may be as remarkable for the practice of moral 
virtue, as for their regard to rational liberty and fo. 
cial order; and that we may ever be indulged with 

the 
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thie propitious {miles of that gracious Providence, 
which has hitherto directed our deftiny. Happy 
indeed fhall we be, if our heavenly Parent. may fay 
of usas of Hrael of old ; “They feek me daily, and 
delight to’ know my ways, as a nation that did did right. 
eoufnefs, and forfook not the ordinance oF ‘their. 
Gon; they afk of me the ordinances of juftice ; 
they take delight in approaching unto Gop.” “Hap- 
py is that people that is in fuch a cafe, Bi happy, 
is that people whofe Gon isthe Lo rp.” 

“The pleafures of this interefting anniverfarys) 
which colleéts together fo many of our civil and re 
ligious Fathers, are greatly heigiffened by the pre- 
fence of the Chief Magiftrate of our Commonwealth. 

Whilft decency forbids adulation, it is prefumed 
that"every good man efteems the approbation of 
his friends, next to that of his own confcience. 
And although he does not feek their applaufe, yet 
it muft afford him pleafure to know, that his endea- 
vours to ferve their interefts have not been unac- 
ceptable. 

The increafing marks of efteem and confidence, 
manifefted in the late election, are the belt eulogy 
upon his Excellency’s paft adminiftration, He will 
pleafe to accept our fincere congratulations on his 
re-eletion to the important office he fuftains. Ev- 
ery clafs of citizens look up to him with an embol- — 
dened confidence, that he will cherifh their interefts, 
and confider himfelf with his people, as a father 
with-his children. They have the fulleft {atisface 
tion, that his authority and example will be united 
in fupporting good order, in encouraging and pro- 
tecting virtue and religion ; and in promoting every 
meafure which fhall tend to the general intereft of 
the people. It 
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It mutt be pleafing to his Excellency to reflect, 
that by their own clioice he prefides. over a free 
people ; and he may be affured that he cannot enjoy 
greater pleafure in ferving them, than they do in 
honoring. him. That his Excellency’ s life and health 
miay be preferved, and that he may be enabled to 
difcharge the difficult duties of his exalted ftation 
to acceptance, our fervent prayer fhall be offered up 
continually to Almighty Gop on his behalf; that 
when his term of fervice on earth fhall be complets 
ed, he may be received to the immortal felicities 
and rewards of the heavenly ftatée. 

His Honor the Lieutenant Governor elett, will in- 
dulge us to exprefs the fatisfaction we feel, in his 
eleftion to the fecond office in the gift of the people 
of this ‘Commonwealth. From his long acquaint 
ance with our public affairs, as well as from his tal- 
ents and patriotifm, we have full confidence in-his 
affiftance and co-operation with the Executive, in 
all the important concerns of the government. He 
will remember that he is to fill a place which has 
lately been rendered vacant by the death of one of 
the moft amiable and beft of men. Aman in wham 
“© political wifdom, patriotic virtue,” and undiffem- 
bled piety all united and fhone. 

While the life of the deceafed may ferve as an 
example to his fuccefflor, his death will admonifh 
him of the end of all human greatnefs. With fuch 
an example before him, may his public career be 
equally honorable to himfelf, and acceptable to the 
multitude of his brethren. 

The Honorable Council, fhare in our refpeétful 
attention, as an afliftant branch in the executive 
department of our government. The 
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The elevated ftation they fill, as well as their own 
perfonal qualities, entitle them to our eiteem and 
veneration. -We repoie great confidence in their 
candor and integrity -in thofe cafes where their ad- 
vice and confent may be required 5 -efpecially i in the 
; appointment of perfons to office. That they will 
feel themfelves above the reach of party influence, 
and will recommend the claims~of merit, arifing 
from fiefs of charaéter, rather than thofe of i ae 
eft and ambition. 
= We have only to add our beft withes, that, whilt 
they effentially aid the interefts of government, they 
‘Thay alfo by their example give encouragement to 
the caule of geligion;” and ‘like that honorable 
Cotnfellor of Arimathea, may they be willing, not 
“only to” Yend their tombs to Jesus if needed, but 
may they confecrate their hearts’ for his throne. 
The Honorable Gentlemen compofing the two 
Branches of the Legi/lature, will permit us to ex- 
‘prefs the lively intereft we feel in the repeated 
‘marks of refpedt | with which their friends have hon- 
cored them ; but efpecially i in their prefent appoint- 
ment. By accepting this confidential truft, they 
“pledge themfelves to the faithful difcharge of it. 
The duty of legiflation is at all times difficult, _ 
and often perplexing. It is rendered peculiarly fo 
at this time, by the divided ftate of public opinion. 
It would favor of an intolerant fpirit to fuppofe, that 
good men may not be aiming to promote the fame 
“object, while they differ in the means beft calculat- 
ed to attain it. -Mutiial candor and forbearance, 
therefore, will be neceflary, in order to pteferve 
peace, and promote the public welfare, 
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‘4 It is itonabl Port hay that our honored Rulers, 


in the whole of their condué as s legiflators, will be 
governed by the great principles of juftice and be- 
nevolence ; and that every other intereft will be 


fubordinated to the public good. That they will . 


enforce by example, what they inculcate by precept. 

In, ‘all their attempts to aid the interefts of mo- 
rality and religion, great care will be taken not 
to infringe the rights of confcience. Thefe ought to 
be held facred as the prohibited tree in the garden 
of Eden, and the flaming fword fhould be employed 
only to guard the way. What Pindar faid of Ma- 
giftrates, may be applied on the prefent occafion. 
§¢ Be juft, faid he, in all your aGions, faithful in all 


your words, and remember hat thoufands of wit- 


nefles have their eyes upon you.” 
Many are the motives to fidelity, but none more 
weighty than the confideration of future accounta- 


bility. Under thefe folemn imprefiions, our hon- 


ored Rulers will attend to the i important duties of 
this day, and during their continuance in office. In 


their moft zealous deliberations they will not forget, 
that “Gop ftandeth in the congregation of the 
mighty, and judgeth among the gods.” May all 
their public tranfactions tend to promote the various 
interefts of the Commonwealth ; 3 and to ftrengthen 


the bonds of our National Union. And after hay- — 


ing ferved their generation according to the will of 
Gop, when they fhall fall afleep, may they be gath- 
ered to their fathers in peace. 

Ye venerable Minifiers of the Sandluary ; ye fer. 
vants of the moft Hien Gop; who fhow unto men 
the way of falvation. While our civil rulers, who 

have 
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have invited us this « y to the houfe of Goo, done 


tinue to reverence the inftitutions of religion, and 
to refpett and honor its minifters; you will nat 
ceafe daily to offer up interceffions and prayers for 
all that a are in authority. Nor will you ceale te 
ce ‘ put the people i in mind to be fubje€ to principal. 
ities and powers, to obey magiftrates, and to be iea- 
dy to every good work.” And mey Gop Almight 
ty blefs your unwearied labors of love. 

Follow citizens of this. refpectable audience. Ftp 
great, and how precious the privileges we enjoy ! 
While fo many of our fellow beings inhabit the dark 
regions of flavery and defpotifin ; and bow with 
degrading reverence before fome lordly tyrant, whe 
fits upon a throne of ebony, fwaying an iron icep- 
tre; we have the peculiar felicity to live under a free 
government. ~ Qurrulers are of ourfelves, and our 
governors proceed from the midft of us. When 
thus cloathed’ with power, we are bound to honor 


them as the minifters of Gop, who exercife their 


authority not for their own emolument, but for the 
public good, Let us therefore endeavour to ftrength- 
en theirshands, by a cordial acquiefcence in every 


meéafure promotive of our‘common interelt. If we 


do not protect our laws, our laws will not protect 


us..;, By our civil and religious habits let us thew to 
the world that Americans are worthy of freedom. 


- Be careful ‘how you entertain unreafonable jea- 
loufies and fufpicions of syour, old and, long. tried 
friends, But when you hear a man, whofe integn- 
ty and talents never introduced him to public no- 
tice, faying, ‘Ob that I were made sudge in the land ;’? 
although his face may be as fair as 4b/alom’s, you 

have 


i: 
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ee 
have reafon to fufpect that there are * feven dbont- 
EES 

inations in his ‘heart. 1 feel a perfuafior ion, my fe y fel- 
-Jow citizens, that you are from principle . attached 
to our republican fyftem ; and that you would Op- 
pofe with energy and. firmnefs any attempts to 
change it. Should any furious demagogue hereaf- 
ter prefume to play the tyrant, and by any ‘uncontti- 
tutional mieafures place himfelfin the chair of ftate, 
fhould we tamely fubmit to it ? No, the fpirit of 
the American people would rife indignant, and hurl 
the wretch from his feat, and turn him out to graze 
as tae chalcers did Nebychaduernat. 


by love ferve one another,” ” Cherith here "al 
thofe friendly affections which unite man with man, 
and fweeten the pleafures of focial life. Above all 
things let the gofpel of the grace of Gop rule in 
your hearts. “If you are made free from civil tyran- 
ny and oppreflion, never fuffer | yourfelves to be the 
flaves of fin. No fervitude can be more degrading. 
But having obtained redemption through the blood 
of Carist, even the forgivenefs of fins, let us 
* ftand faft in the liberty wherewith he hath made 
us free, and notbe entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage.” And will the Gon of Abraham, of 
Ifaac, and of Sfrael; the Gon of our Fathers, de- 
light to dwell with us and blefs us, and be our Gon 
now and evermore; AMEN: 


